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By Jack Fitzpatrick
Washington Brief

« The Trump administration has frozen new contracts and grants from the
Environmental Protection Agency, which appears to be nationwide, and
could disrupt key services. (ProPublica)

= The Centers for Disease Control canceled a major climate change summit
scheduled for next month. (ClimateWire)

« The Senate Foreign Affairs Committee voted to confirm former
ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson to serve as secretary of State. (CNN)

Business Brief

« Russia was China's top crude oil provider in 2016, surpassing Saudi

burton said it lost $5.7 billion in 2016,

« Qil field services company Halli
illion in 2015. (Houston Chronicle)

compared to losses of $671 m

« The cost of electricity from offshore wind farms in the UK dropped nearly
one-third in four years, beating a goal set by the British government.
(Financial Times)

Chart Review

Canadian Drillers Brave Deep Freeze as Oil Patch Revives Growth
Bloomberg News
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Events Calendar (All Times Local)

Tuesday

Smart Cities International Symposium and Exhibition in Chicago 815
a.1m.

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace discussion on Mexico 11 a.m.

energy policy

House Energy and Commerce Commitiee organizational meeting 11:30
a.m.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Commiftes votes on Perry, 930

Zinke confirmations R

Wednesday

Smart Cities International Symposium and Exhibition in Chicago 815 a.m.

USAEE annual dinner with guest Amy Myers Jaffe 6 p.m.

Thursday

AEI discussion on carbon taxes 9 a.m.

Atlantic Council discussion on natural gas diplomac 9 a.m.

Friday

CSIS presents IEA's Global Gas Security Review 10 a.m.
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Trump Administration Imposes Freeze On EPA Grants and Contracts
Andrew Revkin and Jesse Eisinger, ProPublica

The Trump administration has imposed a freeze on grants and contracts by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, a move that could affect a significant
part of the agency's budget allocations and even threaten to disrupt core
operations ranging from toxic cleanups to water quality testing, according to
records and interviews. One EPA employee aware of the freeze said he had
never seen anything like it in nearly a decade with the agency.

Senate committee approves Tillerson for secretary of state

Nicole Gaouette, CNN

Former ExxonMobil chief executive Rex Tillerson won the backing of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee Monday to be secretary of state when it
voted 11-10 to send his nomination to the full Senate. Sen. Marco Rubio was a
long hold-out and potential "no" vote after he raised concerns about Tillerson's
views toward Russia and human rights.

Senate Committee Indefinitely Delays Votes on Rick Perry, Ryan Zinke
Alex Johnson, NBC News

A Senate committee on Monday night abruptly postponed its scheduled votes
Tuesday on President Donald Trump's nominations of Rick Perry and Ryan
Zinke to lead the Energy and Interior departments. The Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee gave no explanation for the postponement,
which it said was in effect "until further notice."
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Irag's oil minister said on Monda
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Canadian Drillers Brave Deep

Robert Tuttle, Bloomberg New
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Sunday's heavy storms left behin
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winds and fallen limbs. The stor
the improvements they made to

Renewables

U wind farm costs fall almos

Pilita Clark, Financial Times

The green energy industry has h
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Opinions, Editorials
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